TOO                         JOHN  KNOX
. In regard to the finance of the Kirk, Knox did
not spare the nobles.    He claimed that all the
possessions   of the   Catholic   Church   must  be
handed   over   to   the   newly   established   Kirk.
From these resources, the ministers were to be
paid, although the congregation must also con-
tribute.   But Knox had always protested that the
Catholic Church had no right to use its endow-
ments solely to support its own servants, and one
of the causes of the Reformation had been the
rich establishments of the Catholic clergy which
were maintained at the expense of the nation.
Knox did not wish to see the Kirk fall into the
evil ways of the Church that it had supplanted ;
and, while he laid claim to all the property of
the Catholic Church, he put forward a scheme
for its  distribution which  was  in  advance of
anything previously adopted.    The Kirk was to
administer what was in effect a system of poor
relief, and the principles enunciated by Knox
were to be followed by reformers a hundred years
later in Scotland and other countries.
Knox had another use for the wealth which was
to be transferred to the Kirk, and in some ways
it is more important than any other part of the
Book of Discipline. The people of Scotland must
be in the service of the Kirk or of the nation.
The young must be trained to use their abilities,
and this could only be done by a system of
education. As the service of the Kirk was the